St. Aidan Anglican Church

Moose Jaw, Sask.
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he Anglican Church in Moose Jaw and the surrounding district dates back to

before 1885. At one time there were five Anglican churches in the city: St. Joh
the Baptist, St. Barnabas, St. George The Martyr, St. Michael and All Angels, and t.o UR
Luke. Some of the Anglican churches in the surrounding districts included St.
Columba, Tuxford, St. Mary in the Hills, and Emmanuel, Mortlach.

H ISTORY

By the year 2000 only the four congregations in the city remained and all were

struggling to survive. Dwindling numbers, aging congregations, pdime clergy and

finances challenged themToday, through a courageous leap of faith, we are one. The

congregations amalgamated October 1, 2003, and the new parish was born with a|

new name. The name St. Aidan was chosen by both the bishop at that time, Duncd@n

Wallace, and the parishioners. It was later discovered that in the past, there had b@en
a St. Aidan Anglican Chur@h
north of Moose Jaw.

Moose Jaw's 1 * Anglican Church and
2" under construction.

We planned to sell all the
buildings and construct a
new facility. After two of
the church buildings sold,
the congregation
continued to use the other,
two while waiting for them
to sell. In 2006, it became
apparent that due to financial reasons, constructing a new church building was not
feasible, and the congregation voted to renovate one of the two for our permanent
home. As part of the discernment, both buildings were left on the market as we
prayed for guidance as to which of these buildings we were to keep.

Early in 2007, St. Barnabas was sold. After months of prayer and discernment ang
struggling to choose between the St. Barnabas and St. John properties, it seemed
that God had spoken through the sale of St. Barnabas. The St. Jbbitding became
the home of St. Aidan Anglican Church and a major renovation commenced.

Phase one of the renovation is finished and we are preparing
for a capital campaign for phase two. When the renovation is
complete, the church, hall, and office spaces will all be on the
main level with the children and youth ministry area on the
lower floor. This renovation has been undertaken missionally,
to meet the needs of people today with an eye to the future in
our service to God and community.

Our congregation acknowledges and gives thanks to God for : - SR | -.nvr~ .
the many blessings we have received through this : |
amalgamation. The past eight years, since coming together,
have not been without challengebut we would not turn back.

worked to blend the congregations and welcome newcomers into our midst. The

sense of community and family is growing stronger all the time. We have experient
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have taken, and we know that he is not finished with us yet.
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he congregation of St. Aidan is drawn from five surrounding
O UR communities and is marked by social and economic diversity.

C ONGREGATION It is also marked by a wide range of religious experience and maturity.
Within the parish, there is a deacon, an honorary assistant, and several

experienced lay officiants and preachers. Over the past eight years,
three parishioners have been ordained. In addition, the church has
attracted many people who desire to explore their beliefs. A number
of these people have attended baptismal and confirmation classes in
addition to participating in a variety of church ministries on a regular
basis.

A very unique aspect of our congregation is the attendance of
students, employees, and faculty from a local evangelical seminary and
college. A good number of them are drawn by a desire to explore the
rich theological history and selinderstanding of the Anglican church.
Their presence adds an evangelical conversation to baptismal identity
and Eucharistic life at St. Aidan as they continue to explore Christian
worship in a liturgical setting.

St. Aidan is a diaconal parish,
recognizing the importance of service
as an expression of its Eucharistic an
baptismal identity. St. Aidan has a
history of providing varied educationa
opportunities to nurture spiritual and
ministry development. The parish alscfg
continues to develop its missional
identity and has developed several

ministries and involved itself in local, national, and international
ministries and public programs as a means to express and explore
this identity.

Our downtown location (next door to the
bus depot) and historic church building
provide wonderful potential for Christian
witness, outreach and ministry to the
business community, tourists, downtown
residents and marginalized people.
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he people of St. Aidan come from diverse worship styles and traditions, yet

we are drawn together by our Anglican liturgy with a common desire to
worship God. The prominent baptismal
font at the back of the church serves as a
focal point as we enter, reminding us that
our baptismal vows are at the centre of
our faith. As a symbol of our unity as the
body of Christ, we receive the Eucharist i
the round with people gathering in a circle
around the altar.

Our Sunday celebrations of the Eucharist S
are held at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. with /—\ —
both using the Book of Alternative <
Services. The early said service embraces
a quiet and traditional style and uses the
language of the 1962 Book of Common Prayer. The 10:30 service uses the mod-
ern language Eucharistic liturgy, and an integral element of this service is
music and sung liturgy.

i The music ministry (choir and instrumentalists) leads the congregational
singing with accompaniment provided by both the pipe organ and
keyboard. From time to time other instrumentalists participate as well,
and the music ministry encourages the addition of more voices and
musicians. The music chosen is a blend of various musical styles and
genres from traditional to contemporary to Taizewith the Book

of Common Praise as our primary resource.

Our deacon proclaims the
Gospel, gives the dismissal, a
is scheduled along with lay
people to lead the prayers of the
people and to prepare the table. Lay
members also read the lessons and
assist with the distribution of
communion. Healing prayer, provided/®
by lay people, is offered each week

during communion. Y,

AR

In our tradition the clergy vest for all
worship services, and St. Aidan owns
complete set of chasubles with match
ing stoles for each of the church sea-
sons. The incumbent is normally the
presider and preacher at both ser-
vices. Our honorary assistant
occasionally presides and preaches,
and from time to time our deacon is
invited to give the sermon as are some lay parishioners.
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he following are some of the special services and observances held
at St. Aidan throughout the year:

Advent l?
E Vesper service held on a Friday evening early in Advent iﬂg
E Service of Advent Lessons and Cafaishe 10:30 service) =
Christmas
E Christmas Eve early and late evening Eucharist
E Christmas Lessons & Car@sa 10:30 service)
Holy Week
E Tuesday Evening Prayer or Taizgervice
E Wednesday Tenebrae

E Maundy Thursday Agape supper in the hall followedf
by church servicawith foot washing, Eucharist and
stripping of the altar

E Good Friday morning: Stations of the cross

Z afternoon: Celebration of the
, T OA8O O0AOOEINT j"13(@
Easter

E The GreaVigilof Easteror

E earlyEaster morning lighting of the new fire and
paschal candle

Patronal Festival

E Second Sunday in September
(deferred from August 31)

Intergenerational Services
E held about four times a year at the 10:30 service with children participating
in the various ministries




